
New England Chapter APWA 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – April 14, 2015 

Marriott – Windsor, CT 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by President Merson.  Roll was called. 
Invited guests were Tim Ledogar, Peter Marino, and Matt Perry.  
 
2. Concerns, etc. – Merson asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding anything 
attached to the meeting package.  None. 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
 
a. Approval of minutes – March 18, 2015 minutes were reviewed/no corrections made. 
 
b. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Connors reported that the Audit Committee convened to examine the 
NEC financial records for calendar year 2014.  This included check book, monthly receipts, bank 
statements and end of year APWA Forms.  Good news… everything balanced. 
 
c. Delegates report – No report. 
 
d. Board Members Report – No report. 
 
e. Spring Conference – Webb reported this was the 4th year at this location, and the Committee did a 
great job.  The set up works great, only one complaint, good foot traffic, and Hanlon said the 
catering/food was great.  Would like to secure a possible date for 2016. 
 
f. Spring Mechanics – Connors reported for Collins that the event will be at C.N. Wood in Woburn and 
that it was already more than 50% filled. 
 
o. Skipped to Item o – Trahan needed to leave for previous commitment.  She reported the package is 
mailed to membership and posted on web page.  All financial items and deposits approved by FinCom.  
Kenya Rutland has been retained for the Summer Conference.   No deposit is necessary, just a signed 
contract.  Webb said cost is $1300 for two sessions.  Draw string bags are being ordered as guest gifts.  
Approx. cost is $600.  Yanulis said there are sponsor opportunities for the “Welcome Grille” and Casino 
Night”.  Cost is $250 per event or $400 for both.  Webb asked about free adult beverages and was told it 
was limited to one hour for both banquet and barbeque events.  Perry recommended this item be taken off 
of the consent items and a motion was approved on a motion by Webb/Monahan for deposits. 
 
g. NPWWL – Connors said Boston’s Mayor Walsh’s staff stated that the luncheon date was too far out to 
make a commitment, so Moylan is reaching out to Col. Foley of MA State Police who retired eight years 
ago and wrote a book on Bulger.  Trouble is he needs extended time frame so Moylan will ask him to pare 
it down to 30 min.  Yanulis is reaching out to the 2024 Olympics Committee to talk about how it will 
impact communities.  She reported that the NPWWL Committee agreed to invite retired past presidents to 
the luncheon.  She will send out a letter of invitation.  PWAC is still working on putting together the 
Educational Session which will run from 10-11 a.m.  Hadley spoke about a Past Presidents photo. 
 
h. Education – Goober had no report.  Benevento and Goober agreed that in the future, the Education 
Committee would send letters notifying presenters of their selection.  
 
i. Awards – Benevento reported the NEC had thus far, received three National Awards; two projects and 
Tom Collins as Top Ten.  The Committee had a meeting set up for April 23rd.  Hadley mentioned 
inviting the family of David Ridzon and Tolland’s PW Director to the NPWWL to present a plaque but it 
may be too soon.  Webb said he would check on it. 
 



j. Scholarships – Westerling reported the scholarship material had been mailed and posted on the Chapter 
web page.  His Committee would be reviewing and selecting the scholarship recipients. 
 
k. Membership – Garro reported the Newsletter was complete and was emailed to the membership.  Only 
a few asked for a hard copy to be mailed.  He also said he had updated the membership database, and is 
working on letters to lapsed members. 
 
l. Sponsors –Yanulis reported for Reynolds that there had been discussions regarding the Toronto 
Congress dinner and some of the costs.  The 2015 AZ Congress dinner is a short distance from the hotel 
and that there will be a 20 minute bus ride to the restaurant and back.  They are hoping to get help from 
the sponsors. Also hoping for sponsor assistance on the cost of the band. 
His Committee had a meeting last week and they were working on the sponsor deadline which is the first 
week in May.  Notices will be distributed for the next meeting date and time. 
 
m. Newsletter – Garro had nothing to report and thanked everyone for their assistance on the current 
Chatter.  He felt it was one of the better ones created.  Working with Webb and the site Committee on the 
next issue 
 
n. Technical Committee Liaison – No report. 
 
o. Summer Conference – See above after Item f. 
 
p. Congress Dinner - Perry reported that Reynolds had made his presentation to the FinCom at their last 
meeting and he needs a $700 deposit by Wednesday, April 15th.  (A motion will be made under Item #4).  
Blomquist asked about the adult beverages and was told the bar would be limited to one hour only. 
 
q. APWA North American Snow Conference – Webb reported the “letter” has been approved by 
National so the Committee can now move forward.  Merson attended this year’s Conference and said they 
circulated “Save the Dates” and there were between 1400-1500 in attendance. 
 
r. Finance Committee – Perry said the Committee has had productive meetings and the next scheduled 
meeting is April 9th.  She is looking forward to working with Reynolds on the Chapter Congress Dinner.  
Eventually Perry wants to meet with all of the Chairs regarding their events/conferences.  A discussion 
followed regarding the number of scholarships awarded (3-educational/1-Congress/1-emerging leader), 
their amounts, and their funding.  Scholarships are to be paid from the interest on the Money Market 
principle, not the Chapter budget.  A dialogue continued with Merson stating that the purpose of the 
FinCom was to understand where the money is being spent and recommended adjusting the value of the 
scholarships, and possibly the number.  Quiram asked if any if the recipients had in fact continued in 
public works.  It was uncertain. Lastly, Perry recommended that after the hacking of the 
Secretary/Treasurer’s computer, it would be feasible to update the IT equipment. 
 
The above consent items were approved on a motion by Hadley/Bechard. 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Webb/Blomquist and approved, for $700 Congress Dinner Deposit. 
 
A motion was made by Webb/Blomquist and approved, for Summer Conference deposits for Golf and 
Tents.  Amounts to be determined and forwarded to Secretary-Treasurer 
 
A motion was made by Blomquist/Barrett and approved, to select Wednesday, April 13, 2016 for the 
2016 Spring Conference at the Marriott in Windsor, CT.  No deposit is necessary. 
 
A motion was made by Merson/Webb to pay 1/3 of $263 that was spent by NEC, NEWWA and NEWEA 
for the “Stormy Awards”. 



5. Other Business and Correspondence 
 
 a. Professional Development – Perry reported the Self-Assessment Workshop has been 
scheduled for Friday, May 15, 2015 in South Burlington, VT.  The NEC is sponsoring this workshop 
along with Williston, Burlington and South Burlington, VT and Exeter and Essex, NH.  Connors 
forwarded the information to the membership and it was downloaded to the Chapter web page.  Perry 
reiterated that the cost was ONLY $25 compared to Congress prices of $300 before July and $350 after 
July. 
 
 b. PWAC – Piacentini started by thanking the Board for the opportunity to attend the Leadership 
Training Seminar in KC.  She reported that the Committee had their kick off meeting and had an 
opportunity to view the PSA video and that they would be working on the script and a timeline for the 
finished project.  Also working to add a PWA segment in the Chatter.  The session prior to the luncheon 
this year will be called “Emergency Management Has No Boundaries”.  The panel will consist of Heads 
and/or Directors of Emergency Management from each Chapter state.  Moylan has agreed to be the 
moderator for the session and emcee at the luncheon.  It was decided to keep the fallen comrade 
observance on-going and will be headed by Hadley.  Work is continuing on the web page and the Gold 
Sponsors are now scrolling on the web page.  Merson added the PWAC will start work on two new areas: 
Advocacy and Resiliency.   
 
 c. YP’s – Gallagher reported YPs have an event scheduled for April 28th at the Harpoon Brewery 
in Boston from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  It will be in partnership with the NEWWA YPs who are contributing 
$2900 toward the total cost.   
  
 d. Engagement of current/potential NEAPWA Members – no report 
 
6. Other Business & Correspondence 
  
Question came up regarding 2016 N.A. Snow and Conference and 2016 NEC Fall Snow and Ice 
Conference and whether we should try to do the two of them next year.  Webb recommended we table 
until next Board Meeting.   
 
7. Future Meetings and Agenda Items 
 
  May 15, 2015 – Self Assessment – South Burlington, VT Police Station 
 May 20, 2015 – NPWWL – Lombardo’s, Randolph, MA 
 June 12, 2015 - Lighthouse Inn – Dennis, MA 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Hadley/Webb. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 


